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Youth Events

Last month was full of activity, but
we had two main events geared toward the
youth: Game Night and Capture the Cake.

The original plan for game night
was to play card games, board games and
have a snack. However, at the request of
one of the Dus children, it transformed into
baseball, well, more like waffle ball. The
kids loved the idea that they were playing
baseball. Jeremy explained the basic
structure and rules of the game and then
we split up into two teams and played a
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four inning match. Everyone had a good
time and made it clear that they wanted to
play again in the near future.

This month, we plan on advertising
a Baseball game night in hopes of
attracting more kids, since the weather is
nicer now.

Our other youth event was Capture
the Cake (Thanks for the idea Kevin!). It
was a game like capture the flag, but using
cakes instead of flags, yeah, FUN. Each
team, red and blue, got a cake to hide and
protect from the other team.

We played two games, each team
winning one, and then sat down to eat our
cakes. I was a little concerned that the kids
would not like the cake, since it was a
sweet, American style cake, or they would
be put-off by the bright blue and pink
frosting. But, you know kids and sweets:
nothing will stop them from devouring,
even if there are pine needles and grass
covering the top.




Culture

Turning on the T.V. has become a
habitual action of mine. Everyday after
work I watch the news or tune into some
documentary. I do this for two reasons:
one, it is good Czech practice; and two,
sometimes there is an interesting program.
About two weeks ago, [ was fortunate to
catch the tail-end of a documentary about
the Roma people.

Initially, I thought they were
Mexicans (American mind, I know) as they
were speaking Czech with a thick accent,
which sounded a little like Spanish. Their
skin was dark and their houses weren’t
exactly what I would call the ‘ritz.” Kids
were frolicking around the yard with no
shoes and water was running from a faucet;
creating small pools of thick, soupy mud.

Following the majority of the
conversation—remember, this was in
Czech— I garnered that the main theme was
centered around the Roma’s faith in
Christianity and the oft-misunderstood
concepts of freedom and ethnicity.

Towards the end of the program,
they interviewed a very burly, tough-
looking Roma man. He wore a gold cross
around his neck and his shirt-sleeves were
glued to his massive arms. I didn’t expect
much from him, but he gave an interesting
opinion about why his people, the Roma,
believe:

“ Every nation, every people has a
King and a Kingdom, we Roma, do not.
We have no land and we have no president.
All we have is our faith, and our King is
Christ.”

His quote got me thinking about
nationhood and the problems with it.
Recently, the Czech Republic has seen a
spike in nationally-fueled violence: it
seems that in the Western part of the
country, white, Czech nationalists are
resorting to intimidation tactics in the
hopes

of scaring the Roma away. Many are
moving to Canada, which has forced the
Canadians to wonder why the Czech
Romas are seeking asylum.

This has, I think, embarrassed the
Czech government on the international
stage. Many Czechs acknowledge the
problem. But, what can they do?

I know I went a little off topic, but
my main point is to express my sadness
when good things are used in wrong ways.
God created people do be different so our
minds could be opened and our opinions
could be challenged, which is the true
avenue towards freedom; too often,
freedom is only associated with a country
or a political system, not a mindset.

I am positive the Czechs who are
committing these shameful acts are
thinking about freedom. Of course they
have pride that their country is finally
“free” after many years under the rule of
more powerful neighbors. So, to them, the
Czech Republic is for Czechs. In fact,
some might claim that the Roma are
imprisoning the Czech government,
because they just take from the social
system and never put anything back into
it. I don’t know...

The Czech Republic is not the first
country to use the mantel of freedom and
nationhood to commit acts of hate. We
Americans don’t have to go very far back.

In theory, diversity and nationhood
should just be an aspect of our life, not our
defining characteristics. In theory, people
should have an allegiance to the true
Kingdom, not one built of people. In
theory, cultures should be catalysts for
constant renewal and reconciliation, not
the reason for bombs and war. But, this is
all theory.

My hope and prayer for the Czech
nation and for all of us, is to think about
how we use our freedom. Maybe the first
Step towards a practical Christian
application is to heed the words of

Rev. Rowan Williams:



“What does God do with his freedom?
He loves.”

Ministry news and notes

I am writing this newsletter on the
day that Jan is returning from his three-
month study in Mexico. Honestly, there
are many conflicting emotions going on
right now: I don’t know how Jan will be
changed, but I know that somehow he will
be different; Jamie and I have to readjust
our routine, which is never really easy to
do; and things might be a littler more
hectic with Jan back.

I guess that in the end, Jamie and |
have really come into our own these past
three months. Truthfully, our first couple
of months working in this Church and
ministry were very trying, because we put
a lot of pressure on ourselves to continue
with what Kati had done. This really
wasn’t good for either of us: our talents
are different, our passions are different,
our writing is different, our experiences
are different, our age is different, etc....
You get the picture?

But, with Jan’s departure Jamie
and I were given the “reigns” in vision
and in application of this ministry. This
was positive for two main reasons: it gave
us confidence and it solidified certain
relationships. Instead of going to Jan with
questions and problems, we met with
people in the Church; instead of spending
our time in the Dus house, we spent our
time in the dinning rooms of our friends or
in the restaurants on the square; instead of
asking about past years, Jamie and I
forged ahead with new, sometimes silly
ideas (80’s fitness, capture cake, to name a
few).

There have been frustrations and

Moments where we thought a program
could have gone a little bit better, but all
in all, we feel these three months have
been a huge success.

Did we have as many people as we would
have hoped for the Mardi Gras party?
No.

But, didn’t we have 25 people come to my
presentation and another 15 show up for
Capture the Cake?

Yes.

Didn’t Jamie and I still have lunch with
families on Sundays?

Didn’t we go over to two barbeques and
numerous “fitness parties” with some of
our friends outside of the Church?

Didn’t we find ourselves in the midst of a
birthday party with 20 other high school
students?

Didn’t I go on three bike rides and one
really long run with some of my high
school and adult students?

Didn’t we tour the glass studio of one of
my students as he showed us his passion
and the art of cutting glass?

So, while this ministry is into its
sixth year, there is always room and an
opportunity for new growth. The best
thing about being so different from Kati,
is that Jamie and I have made
relationships with “Polickans” who had no
idea who she was. Their kids are coming
to programs, they themselves are entering
into the Church and our relationships will
only grow as we stay here for another
year.

However, we still need a lot of
support financially, spiritually and
emotionally.

Jamie and I want you to take these
words as an encouragement from the past
and a motivation for the future.

Right now, we are in the midst of
planning the 6th English summer camp.



It is very challenging, as we and the
Oklahoma team are communication across
the Atlantic Ocean. Yet, we are ever hopeful
that this year will be just as fun and exciting
as years past. So, we encourage you to get
on board and help us in anyway you can.

Also, please be checking in with our
blog. Our newsletter can only tell you so
much; we have much more and sometimes
much funnier personal accounts of our
travels and events there. So, Czech it out! ( I
had to use the ‘Czech’ for the ‘check.” I'm
sorry...haha) Oh, and one last thing, go
Penguins!
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Upcoming Events
in May:

May 3—Presentation for church in
Prose¢

May 9— Game Night and sleepover
in church

May 10— Family Sunday

May 29— Confirmation class retreat

()

Family Sunday before Easter—boys m:

“pomlazky”

or Easter switches




