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The month of March was a rather slow 
one compared to February and the up coming 
month of April.  Besides our normal English 
classes we had a game night and an adult 
movie night.   

Game nights are always enjoyable and 
I think that all who attend have a good time.  
However this particular game night was a little 
special.  We had our normal  crowd, but we 
also had two little girls, Martina and Adela, 
whose families have no association with 
church, which makes it interesting that their 
parents came too and played with us all night! 

  Originally we did not plan to have an 
adult movie night this month.  We did not want 
to have too many movies and have no one 
come to them because they are too busy or they 
where sick of watching films in English.  Well 
to our surprise, people started questioning 
when the next movie would be, and made it 
clear that they wanted one this month.  So 
Jeremy and I decided to show Everything is 
Illuminated, and it was a huge success.  We 
have been averaging about 20 people per 

movie, which is great news.  Jeremy wrote a 
great post about the movie on our blog, so if 
you would like to know more about the event, 
please check it out!   

Events 

www.czechtheline.blogspot.com 

 Upcoming Events: 
April 1. pokec  
April 3. game night  
April 5. Family Sunday 
April 12. Easter Service and    
 Easter egg hunt 
April 16. Presentation on 
  Rock n Roll (Jeremy) 
April 17: Capture the Cake 
April 28: Adult movie night: 
 October Sky 
 

Spring is here, finally! On the first day 
of spring and the 5 days that followed, 
we had snow, but now the sun is out and 
winter has melted away. 



In the past we have written about the 
Czech people that we have met in both the 
newsletter and on our blog.  In general if you 
are an outsider, the Czech people come off as 
being kind of cold.  They only speak to people 
they know and it can be a little intimidating 
walking around knowing that everyone knows 
that you are Òthe AmericansÓ However, once 
you are no longer a stranger, the Czech people 
are warm and loving.  Kati said it best when 
she compared  the  people here to Czech bread: 
hard on the outside and warm and soft in the 
inside. 

Over the past 7 months Jeremy and I 
have made friends with a family, Blandovi, 
through English classes and weekend fitness.  
Martina (whom I mentioned when talking 
about the game night) and her mom come to 
our classes and on almost every Saturday or 
Sunday we go to their house to work out with 
Jiri (the dad) in their Òhome gymÓ.  This family 
has been a blessing to Jeremy and I since they 
are completely new to the program and they 
like us and want to spend time with us, not 
because they knew Kati,. Our relationship with 
them has been a blessing in that we can open 
up deeper conversations, because we are so 
close. 

Another family we have grown close to  
is Han!ilov’ (Vlada and Lydia).  They are an 
older couple with grown children, and they are 
wonderful.  They are members of the church 
and Lydia grew up in Policka, but when she 
married, she moved to Prague with Vlada. 
Now, they spend their time going between 
Prague and Policka, and on the Mondays that 
they are in Policka, we have a ÒCzech lessonÓ 
with them.  However, our time with them is 
more than learning Czech.  They talk with us 
about our joys and frustrations, because they 
understand.  Vlada studied and worked in the 
United States in the 70Õs  and did extensive 
traveling while they where there.  They have 
been so helpful with things that are way 
beyond our level of Czech, like when they 
tryed to fix our old washing machine and then 
helped us in buying a new one. They have been 
a complete blessing, and I hope that we are 
able to show how much we appreciate them.  

Ministry news and notes 

Friends 

Last month we had a article in the 
Policka newspaper about our programs in the 
church.  It was written by a friend, Jarda, who 
wants to see more people taking advantage of 
our programs.  It was very nice of him, and I 
think it has reminded some people that we are 
still here.  Jarda is not a member of the church 
and his only association with this 
congregation is because of the English camp.  
He no longer sees the church, or the people 
who attend, as strangers or crazies who need 
to be feared.  Through numerous 
conversations and a friendship with Jeremy 
and I, as well as Kati and those who have 
attended the past 5 camps, he sees the church 
as a group of people who are trying to be good 
people.   

 Since the article we have had three 
students join our English classes and it seems 
like our events have had more people. But 
best of all, the article said encouraging things 
about the church and people have talked to us 
about it.  In one of JeremyÕs classes, he was 
his adult students mentioned the article   

  Another friendship we have made 
here is with a girl named Kaja.  She was 
introduced to us by another friend who helped 
out with the last camp, Jitka  (Those of you 
who where at the last English Camp know that 
Jitka is a doll).  About three months after 
meeting Kaja, JeremyÕs teeth started to hurt; 
remembering that her mom is a dentist, he 
asked her if her mom would be willing to take 
him as a patient.  We had been told by 
everyone that it is hard for new people to get a 
dentist in Policka because they already have a 
lot of clients.  But her mom accepted him (on 
her day off!)  She has continued to help him 
with his teeth and even invited us for dinner!  
KajaÕs mom makes the best potato salad in the 
Czech Republic and has told me she will teach 
me some day.    
 There are many other families, both 
apart of the church and separate, that we have 
made relationships with, and I could tell you 
about all of them, but there simply wouldn't 
be enough space. 



can send us an e-mail and we can talk. 
Financial support is also very important, 
because the church here can not support the 
English program without your help.  We 
understand that economically it might be 
difficult to donate or pledge because of the 
current situation in the States, but we would 
like to encourage you to support us in any way 
that you can.   
 Just a reminder: donations from $1 to 
$200 please send to Tom and Tami Ribar in 
Waynesburg, PA.  They have an account for 
our mission and send us money in a lump sum 
to reduce the amount of money we are paying 
in fees.  You have to make the check out to 
ÒPolicka MissionÓ and send it to 
 
     Tom and Tami Ribar 
            699 Ross St.  
    Waynesburg, Pa 15370 
 
Larger amounts of money can be sent directly 
to the church.   
 
                Evangelick‡ sbor v Poli!ce 
                     Náb"e#í svobody 561 

                          572 01 Poli!ka 

                         Czech Republic 
 

 

Thank you  

and they had all enjoyed it.  They also talked 
about that when they first started coming to 

Kati’s classes that it was strange for them, 

because of the church.  But now they see 

nothing strange about it.  What is more 
encouraging is that their friends ask them 

questions about the classes and other activities 

that go on in the church and they are able to 
report exciting new; reassuring their friends that 

there is nothing to fear.  

 This is very encouraging, because the 
Czech people aren’t going to believe the 

Christians when they tell them there is nothing 

strange about the church, but hearing it from 

their friends, who themselves are non-
Christians, will go a long way in changing the 

perceptions of the non-believing public. 

 When we first heard about this ministry, 
Jan told us that our most basic need was to 

change the mindsets of the people. The church is 

seen as oppressive and Jan’s goal, with the help 
of the English programs, is to change the view 

of the church as a place of relevance and life.  

This will be a long process, but there have 

defiantly been signs of the barriers being 
broken. 

 Having said this, Jeremy and I would 

like to ask that you continue to support this 
ministry both spiritually and financially.  Prayer 

is a huge part of this ministry, as it is with all 

parts of life.  So if you would be interested in 

sharing prayer requests with Jeremy and I, you  

Our congregation.


